‘Stand ye in the ways, and see, and ask o' the old paths...and walk thenein.

(Jeremiah 6:16)
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FELLOWSHIPPING DENOMINATIONS

ooking through our newspaper,
I the HOBBS NEWS-SUN,
(Hobbs, New Mexico) Saturday,
October 22, 2005, an article entitled
“Churches to host Harvest Carnival”
captured my attention. Reporter
Michelle A. Fox began the article
with the words, “It is not something
that happens very often outside of a
disaster — three churches of differ-
ent denominations getting together
on a project.” Reading that statement
didn’t seem surprising, as denomina-
tions have been working together for
years. Denominations refer to them-
selves as particular parts of the “uni-
versal church.” With this misin-
formed view of Christ’s church, it is
logical that denominations are will-
ing to cooperate on most activities.

It was the next two paragraphs
that surprised and saddened me. The
article stated, “On Sunday, Oct. 30,
Taylor Street Church of Christ, First
United Methodist Church and First
Baptist Church will host a Harvest
Carnival near the churches.” The
next paragraph included a quote
from Tim Day, the family life minis-
ter at Taylor Street church of Christ.

“This is going to be an exciting
event, particularly for this area of
town,” said Tim Day, Taylor Street
family life minister. “Z%e fact that
three different denominations are
working cooperatively to bring this
event to the neighborhood matkes it
more exciting.”

This became even more distress-
ing, not only because a group claim-
ing to be the Lord’s church was hav-
ing fellowship with denominations,

Charles lvie

but also because the group bearing
the name of the Lord’s church was
depicting themselves as a denomina-
tion.

Surely Tim Day did not make
that statement! I know that I, at
times, have been misquoted by news-
paper reporters. Therefore, I called
Tim Day and found out that he did
indeed make the statement. Of
course he explained that he was only
using this term in the manner the
world understands.

In my reply to Tim Day, I stated
that I try to explain to people that we
are not a denomination. But I also
stated it is becoming more difficult
for the world to understand or accept
this concept as others who are “mem-
bers of the church of Christ” refer to
themselves as a denomination. Tim
Day then asked if I thought a certain
person in a certain denomination
was a part of Christ’s church. I told
him, “No, because he doesn’t teach
what is necessary to get into Christ’s
church, and he doesn’t worship
according to the teaching of the New
Testament.” You see, Tim Day really
does believe he is a part of a denomi-
nation, although he would say Taylor
Street church is closer to the truth
than other denominations.

I believe the action taken by Tay-
lor Street church of Christ in Hobbs
was unauthorized for three reasons:

1) I cannot find in the word of
God where the church (nor individu-
als in the church) has authority to
celebrate “holidays of pagans.” Paul
was concerned about Christians who
were celebrating special days com-

manded under the Law of Moses.
Galatians 4:9-11 states, “But now,
after that ye have known God, or
rather are known of God, how turn ye
again to the weak and beggarly ele-
ments, whereunto ye desire again to
be in bondage? Ye observe days, and
months, and times, and years. I am
afraid of you, lest I have bestowed
upon you labour in vain.”

In the article mentioned above,
“trunk-or-treating” was a part of the
activities of the “Harvest Carnival.” I
assume this was planned to observe
“Halloween.” This holiday originated
from the false celebration of “All
Saint’s Day” or “All Hallows Day.” On
the eve preceding “All Saint’s Day,” it
was believed the evil forces
appeared, hence “All Hallow Even,”
shortened to “Halloween.” The Lord’s
church should never be connected to
such a celebration of evil forces, no
matter how harmless it might
appear.

For Christians to celebrate
“Easter” as a religious holiday is also
unauthorized in God’s word. Chris-
tians are commanded to remember
the Lord’s death each first day of the
week when assembled together to
worship God (I Cor. 11:26). Neither is
there any authorization from God’s
word for the church to celebrate
Christmas as Christ’s birthday. For
individuals to celebrate Christmas as
a strictly secular holiday is not
wrong, but we must never join with
the world in celebration of Christ’s

(Continued on page 85)
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Editorial...
Gob ORDAINED WORSHIP

Garland M. Robinson

od-ordained worship is a place
Gwhere we stand in awe of the

majesty and presence of God.
We recognize that when we partici-
pate in those things prescribed by
God Himself, we are pleasing in His
sight. When we incorporate our own
actions and add to what He has com-
manded, we know He is not pleased
— we've turned from worshiping
Him to doing that which appeals to
us. What “we” like and what makes
“us” feel good is not an option. We
must act totally under His authority
if we desire His approval.

We find five acts of worship out-
lined in the New Testament church.
These are performed on the Lord’s
day, the first day of the week. They
include:

SINGING

What a joy to lift up our voices
with the whole congregation in
praise and adoration to our heavenly
Father. Two verses especially give us
direction in our worship in song:
Ephesians 5:19, “Speatking to your-
selves in psalms and hymns and spir-
tual songs, singing and making
melody in your heart to the Lord” and
Colossians 3:16, “Let the word of
Christ dwell in you richly in o/l wis-
dom, teaching and admonishing one
another in psalms and hymns and
spiritual songs, singing with grace in
your hearts to the Lord.” From these
verses we learn that acceptable wor-
ship in singing is done by the whole
congregation singing together, not
special groups of singers such as
choirs, choruses, solos, duets, etc.

We learn that the songs used are
limited to psalms, hymns and spiri-
tual songs. Songs of patriotism or
ballads of secular interest have no
place in God-ordained worship.

We learn that our singing is to be
acappella; that is, without the accom-
paniment of mechanical instruments
of music such as a piano, guitar,
drum, etc. Acappella is simply the

human voice speaking WORDS
wherein we, as well as others, may
learn (be taught) the will of God. This
does not include sounds such as
humming, whistling, imitating
mechanical instruments, clapping,
stomping, beating, or whatever.
“Words” communicate thoughts and
concepts. They teach and admonish.
Other sounds do not. Humming does
not teach. Clapping does not instruct.
Cornelius was instructed that Peter
would come and tell him WORDS
whereby he and all his house may be
saved (Acts 11:14). If Peter had
hummed or played a harp when he
arrived in Caesarea, Cornelius would
not have learned what he needed to
do to be saved. He had to speak
WORDS.

PREACHING

On the first day of the week,
there is a period of Biblical instruc-
tion. The congregation is to be fed a
diet of spiritual words so they may
learn and grow. “As newborn babes,
desire the sincere milk of the word,
that ye may grow thereby” (1 Peter
2:2). “But grow in grace, and in the
knowledge of our Lord and Saviour
Jesus Christ. 70 him be glory both
now and jfor ever” (I Peter 3:18). This
is what Paul did when he met with
the brethren at Troas. “..Pau/
preached unto them, ready to depart
on the morrow, and continued his
speech until midnight” (Acts 20:7).
The whole book of Acts consists of
sermon after sermon, lesson after
lesson. People must be taught before
they can obey the Lord. Jesus said,
“No man can come to me, except the
Father which hath sent me draw
him: and I will raise him wp at the
last day. It is written in the prophets,
And they shall be all taught of God.
FEvery man therefore that hath
hkeard, and ’hath learmed of the
Father, cometh unto me” (John 6:44-
45). God draws people unto Him by
and through the Gospel — the teach-

ing/preaching of His will (I Thess.
2:14). Preaching must be “thus saith
the Lord,” not “thus saith me.” It
must be “sound words,” not unsound
words. Paul wrote to Titus, “But
speak thou the things which become
sound doctrine” (Titus 2:1). Timothy
was to hold on to the form or pattern
of “sound words” (Il Tim. 1:13) and
preach the “word” (Il Tim. 4:2). There
have always been many who will not
receive it. They do not love it and will
not obey it. Instead, they despise it;
men like Hymenaeus, Alexander (I
Tim. 1:20) and Philetus (IT Tim.
2:17). Friend, don’t be in that camp.

PRAYING

Jesus taught his disciples to pray
(Matt. 6:5-15) and gives us an exam-
ple that we should follow His steps (I
Peter 2:21; Matt. 14:23; 26:36; Mark
6:46; Luke 5:16; 6:12; John 17). It is
no wonder then that we see the early
church continuing steadfast in
prayer (Acts 2:42; 4:31; 6:4,6; 8:15;
12:5; 13:3; 14:23).

Prayer is directed to God the
Father in the name of Jesus the Son.
Jesus taught the disciples saying,
“After this manner therefore pray ye:
Our Father which art in lheaven,
Hallowed be thy name” (Matt. 6:9).
And whatsoever ye shall astk in my
name, that will I do, that the Father
may be glorified in the Son” (John
14:13; 15:16).“And in that day ye
shall ask me nothing. Veridy, verily, 1
say unto you, Whatsoever ye shall ask
the Father in my name, /e will give
it you” (John 16:23). Prayer is not to
be offered to anyone but our heaven-
ly Father. We do not pray to any
man, whether Mary or dead saints!

GIVING

Every Christian is to contribute
a portion of that which he/she has
prospered. By inspiration, Paul
instructed the church at Corinth,
“Now concerning the collection for the
saints, as I have given order to the
churches of Galatia, even so do ye.
Upon the first day of the week let
every one of you lay by him in store,
as God hath prospered him, that
there be no gatherings when I come”
(I Cor. 16:1-2). The time specified for
this to be done is the “first day of the
week.” It is to be a free-will offering
given with a cheerful heart. Buz this
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I say, He which soweth sparingly
shall reap also sparingly, and he
which soweth bountifully shall reap
also bountifully. Every man accord-
ing as he purposeth in his heart, so let
him give,; not grudgingly, or of neces-
sity: for God loveth a cheerful giver”
(IT Cor. 9:6-7).

The church is not authorized to
raise funds by any means other than
free-will contributions. The church
has no authority to have rummage
sales, car washes, or operate a busi-
ness to gain funds. Notice also that
we are to give bountifully (generous-
ly) and not sparingly.

This contribution is used in the
work of the church; that is, to do the
work God has commanded the
church to do. The church must,
therefore, use its treasury in a way
that is consistent with the guidelines
and principles of the New Testament.
The treasury is not to be used to play
ball and throw parties. It’s not for the
recreation and entertainment of its
members. It will not be used to sup-
port works that oppose the body of
Christ. It will be used in the further-
ance of the Gospel which consists of:
evangelism, edification and benevo-
lence. Evangelism teaches the lost,
Edification builds up the saints and
Benevolence helps the needy.

THE LORD’S SUPPER

Communion (the Lord’s supper)
is an act of worship that is enjoyed by
every Christian. It is where one com-
munes with brethren and the Lord.
We're mindful of the Lord’s suffering
and death on the cross. His sacrifice
for mankind is so wonderful that it
defies comprehension.

The Lord’s supper is made up to
two elements: un/eavened bread and
Jruit of the vine (grape juice). The
bread reminds us of the Lord’s body
and the fruit of the vine reminds us
of the blood he shed in his death. The
example of the early church will not
allow substitutions of hot dog buns,
potato chips, apple juice or soft
drinks.

Paul explains the supper to the
church at Corinth. “For 7 /lave
recetved of the Lord that which also 1
delivered unto you, That the Lord
Jesus the same night in which he was
betrayed took bread: And when he
had given thanks, he brake it, and
said, Take, eat: this ts my body, which

1s broken for you.: this do in remem-
brance of me. After the same manner
also he took the cup, when he had
supped, saying, This cup is the new
testament in my blood: this do ye, as
oft as ye drink it, in remembrance of
me. For as often as ye eat this bread,
and drink this cup, ye do shew the
Lord’s death till he come. Wherefore
whosoever shall eat this bread, and
drink this cup of the Lord, unworthi-
by, shall be guilty of the body and
blood of the Lord. But let a man
examine himself. and so let him eat of
that bread, and drink of that cup. For
he that eateth and drinketh
unworthily, eateth and drinketh
damnation to himself, not discerning
the Lord's body. For this cause many
are weak and sickly among you, and
many steep” (1 Cor. 11:23-30).

Christians around the world
commune on the Lord’s Day. No other
day of the week will suffice. In Acts
20 and verse 7 we read, “And upon
the first day of the week, when the
disciples came together to break
bread, Paul preached unto them,
ready to depart on the morrow, and
continued his speech until midnight.”

Some try to incorporate the sup-
per into a wedding or funeral or per-
haps some other occasion, but they
do so without Bible authority. How in
the world can they attempt to per-
vert this precious institution of our
Lord and degrade this authorized act
of worship and make it mundane to
fit our purpose. What will be next?

The Lord’s supper is an essential
part of worship, but it is not any
more important than other acts of
worship. We should not make sure
we partake of the supper while leav-
ing out other essential parts.

CONCLUSION

Worship is vital to our salvation.
We have been called out of the world,
added to the Lord’s precious body
(the church), and given the solemn
privilege of worshiping God. It is not
to be taken lightly or cast aside as
trivial. It is that time when we total-
ly focus upon our heavenly Father
and give praise unto His high and
holy name. What a shame and
embarrassment it is for those who
degrade it unto their own satisfac-
tion. They forget whom they worship
and set themselves up as objects of
praise. They will find out someday

what true worship is all about, but
then it will be too late.

CONTRIBUTIONS

Berea Church of Christ,

Rives, TN ....ccooveieieieeeieieeeens $100
James W. Boyd (printer)................... $100
Central Church of Christ,

Denison, TX......cooovvevvevveieieeeeeenene. $20
ANONYMOUS .....vveevevceeeeeeeeee e $25
Louise Welch....ooveeoeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeene. $50
John H. Brown .......cccccoevviviiiieinnnnne $25
Ronald H. Allen ....cccooeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeenn. $30
Evans Church of Christ,

Evans, GA ...cooooovevveieeeeeee $35
Baker Church of Christ,

Baker, FL....ccocoooiiiieeeeeeee. $25
Robert Price.......cccoeevvvvivvevveeeeennnn. $200
ANONYMOUS ... $170
ANONYMOUS ... $300
Ralph Hammett........cccooveveveeerennnnn. $100
Maurice & Mary Williams.................. $50
Delphine Pittman...........ccccocvevevevennnnee. $5
ANONYMOUS ....ovevveveereriereeeereeeeerenene $100
William Don NiX.....ooooevveveeeeieieieeenens $20
Ronald Shandor........coceeeeeeeeeeeeeeeene. $50

Del Brantley (hurricane, $100)........ $200
Berea church of Christ,

McMinnville, TN........cccoveevvvenn. $100
Robert C. Chandler............ccccocveuenneens $25
Jean Harbin........occoeevveeeveeeieeceene $62
Central church of Christ,

Denison, TX......cooovvevvivriiiieeeeeenee. $20
ANONYMOUS .....ceevveveeeeeeeeeeeeeee $5
ANONYIMOUS ... $35
Chuck & Nancy Verkist..........c........... $25
Dorothy Chism .......cccceveveevevereeeennne. $50
James W. Berry (printer).................... $30
Shirley Taylor ........cccceeevveeveeriereeenenas $15
Freddie Clayton........c.c.cccceeveveveueevnnnee. $20
Bill CAZIE .o $25
Bobby & Reba Dunlap (printer)......... $50
Lucille Krantz......ccooeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeennn. $50
Florence Church of Christ,

Florence, MS .......cccovvvvvvvvvieennnns $500
Drew B. Allen ...oooveeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeenn. $10
Beginning Balance................... $7,694.72
Contributions.........cccoveeeveeenvennen. 2,652.00
Debits

Postage .....coceevvveeviieeiieienen, 1,307.95

Paper .....coooeeiiiii 1,350.00

Supplies......ccceevveeviiecieeieeee, 304.79

Printer .......cccoovvveviiiiiiiiiees 180.00

Hurricane Relief ...................... 100.00
Ending Balance...........c.c.......... $7,103.98
EXPLANATION

$180 of the contributions above were con-
tributed toward the new printer and that
money was paid on the printer. It’s cost
was $9,351. Of that amount, $5,180 has
been contributed, leaving a balance of
$4,171. Also, $100 was contributed
toward Hurricane relief and we forward-
ed that money to that effort.
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THE KIND OF PeErsoN Gob WANTS

God created man, giving him life,
making him a spirit, placing him in
the perfectness and sinlessness of the
Garden of Eden. But man departed
from the Lord by a violation of God’s
instructions concerning the fruit in
the garden. By that transgression,
sin came into the world (Rom. 5:12),
and “all have sinned” (Rom. 3:23;
5:12). In sin, we are not the kind of
person God wants us to be. But we
can be what God wants us to be.
Before that will be the case, we must
have an earnest desire to be what
God wants us to be. It begins with
the heart of man wanting to please
God and continues with man learn-
ing just what kind of person God
wants us to be. This lesson is cen-
tered on some of the characteristics
that God wants of us.

SELF-EXAMINER

God wants a person to be a self-
examiner, paying close attention to
self, lest we go astray. The warning to
the elders of Ephesus, “Zake heed
unto yourselves...” (Acts 20:28), is
useful for us all. We are sometimes so
busy watching the other fellow to
note his mistakes that we are not
mindful enough of our own lives. We
hear a sermon and make application
to somebody else rather than our-
selves. It is like the story of the time
a preacher began his lesson by say-
ing, “Some member of this church
has been heard cursing last week.”
Then he preached against the sin of
the tongue. He knew one man was
guilty because he had heard him
curse. But when the people were
leaving, several members told him
that they were guilty, except the one
who he knew to be guilty, and that
person said, “You sure did set them
straight this morning, preacher.” He
did not apply it to himself.

In eating the Lord’s supper, Paul
said, “But let a man examine him-
self...” (I Cor. 11:28). Self-examina-
tion is emphasized in Romans 2:1-3.
“But we are sure that the judgment of’
God is according fo truth against
them which commit such things. And
thinkest thou this, O man, that

James W. Boyd

Judgest them which do such things,
and doest the same, that thou shalt
escape the judgment of God? Or
despisest thou the riches of his good-
ness and jforbearance and longsujjer-
ing, not knowing that the goodness of
God leadeth thee to repentance.”

In restoring those who have fall-
en, Paul taught, “Brethren, if any
man be overtaken in a fault, ye which
are spirttual, restore such a one in the
spirit of meekness, considering thy-
self. lest thou also be tempted” (Gal.
6:1). Christ said, “And why beholdest
thou the mote that is in thy brothers
eye but considereth not the beam that
s in thine own eye? Or how wilt thou
say to thy brother, Let me pull out the
mote out of thine eye, and behold, a
beam is in thine own eye? Thou hyp-
ocrite, [irst cast out the beam out of
thine own eye and then shalt thou see
clearly to cast out the mote out of thy
brothers eye” (Matt. 7:3-5).

BUSY

God wants a busy person. When
you want something to be done you
usually ask the busy man to do it.
Why? Because the busy man works.
God wants people busy doing the
work that must be done. We might
ask, “How can we be busy in the
work of the Lord?” This little poem is
a good thought along this line.

“Father, where shall I work
today?”

And my love flowed warm
and free.

Then He pointed me out a
humble spot,

and said, “Tend that for me.”

I answered quickly, “Oh, no,
not that!

Why, no one would ever see.

No matter how well my work
was done;

Not that little place for me!”

The word He spoke, it was
not stern;

He answered me tenderly:

“Ah, little one, search thine
heart;

Art thou working for them or
me?

Nazareth was a little place,
And so was Galilee.”

We may be guilty of only wanting
to work when some prominence will
come our way as a result. Prayer for
the sick, family, church, or nation
may never be heard from you by oth-
ers, but God hears. Talking one-on-
one to a neighbor about the soul may
not bring you acclaim, but it may
save a soul. Being faithful in wor-
ship, inviting others, visiting the
needy, reading the Scriptures, may
not bring you brotherhood notoriety,
but what of that? You are busy doing
what God wants done. Your day-to-
day work, whether it be in the home,
on the job, or wherever, may seem
insignificant to those around you, but
you will be doing what God wants
done. You are being busy in what is
right. Too many of us might be like
the man who prayed for the Lord to
use him, but only in an advisory
capacity. Many are willing to work
when it is noted. Many are willing to
complain, criticize, or advise others.
Too few are willing to be busy work-
ers.

COOPERATIVE

God wants a person who will
cooperate. After all, the church is to
be “fitly joined together” (Eph. 4:16),
and this implies cooperation by
brethren. Unity, harmony, being
“fitly joined together” is a mark of
Christianity.

Nobody even likes that person
who always has to have his own way
or will not cooperate with others.
Have you ever watched children at
play and noticed what happens to the
child that insists everything must be
as he calls it? Soon the others will
leave him alone. The same thing is
true on the adult level. God is not
pleased with the uncooperative per-
son who is unwilling to sacrifice him-
self for the benefit and good of others.

In the New Testament we find
Christian fellowship, joint participa-
tion, brethren working hand-in-hand
and heart-in-heart together. This
demands cooperation. It is only
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because there is a cooperative spirit
that we can have our Bible study
periods, our Gospel meetings, our
worship services, our efforts to
preach the Gospel near and far. It is
a sad spectacle when someone
exhibits the attitude that he does not
have a responsibility to others to be
working alongside others for the
common good of the whole church.
We all ought to look upon all matters
of the church as “my work” and not
“their work.” We must support it, do
our part, cooperate with others under
the leadership. A lack of this attitude
hinders the progress of the cause of
Christ.

ONE WHO LOVES

God wants a person who both
loves and hates. The same ability
that enables one to love, will also
equip him to hate. There are those
things that God hates just as those
things that God loves. “#or God so
loved the world...” (John 3:16). But
Solomon writes, “Z/ese six things
doth the Lord hate...” (Prov. 6:16).
Those who love God, love what God
loves and hate what God hates.

God wants us to love His truth
and to demonstrate that love. To love
God means that we will love His
truth enough to obey it. “Z/ye love me,
keep my commandments” (John
14:15). “For this is the love of God,
that we keep His commandments,
and his commandments are not
grievous.” (1 John 5:3). We show our
love for the truth by believing it,
obeying it, living according to it,
defending it against attack, teaching
it to all who will hear. By doing this
we are able to obey the two greatest
commandments of Matthew 22:37-
39, “Thou shalt love the Lord thy God
with all thy heart, and with all thy
soul, and with all thy mind. This is
the first and great commandment.
And the second is like unto it, Thou
shalt love thy neighbor as thyself.”

God wants us to love one anoth-
er. “For ye yourselves are taught of
God to love one another” (I Thess.
4:9). “And now abideth faith, hope,
and charity, these three, but the
greatest of these is charity” (I Cor.
13:13). The word most often used in
the original language of the Bible to
depict the love we are to have is the
word ‘“agape.” The real meaning of
the word is a sacrificial love, a love

that seeks the other person’s highest
good.

We show our love by being long-
suffering, not quick to condemn, but
not hesitant to condemn when the
soul is at stake. Love is kind, pleas-
ant, friendly, without envy. When we
love someone we are not interested in
showing ourselves better than they
are to make us puffed up with self-
righteousness. We are not primarily
interested in seeking our own inter-
est to the neglect of others. We will
grieve over their errors just as we do
over our own. We will have a forgiv-
ing attitude toward them, supporting
them, encouraging them. Love will
help us prevent hard feelings, suspi-
cion, verbal abuse, false accusations
and insinuations to discredit and
destroy. There are many ways to dis-
play the love God wants us to have in
the heart. “#ollow after love” (1 Cor.
14:1). It is that more excellent way of
which Paul speaks in First Corinthi-
ans 12:31.

ONE WHO HATES

God wants us to hate every false
way. God hates sin because sin
destroys the sinner and God loves
even the sinner. He sent His Son to
die on behalf of the sinner. We must
hate sin and love the sinner. We must
learn to despise and abhor evil (Rom.
12:9). Those who look lightly upon
such things as that which keep one
separated from God, have not yet
learned to hate as God hates. Sin
ought to be so repulsive to us that we
would abstain from the appearance
of evil (I Thess. 5:22). We have noted
how people laugh at the antics of one
who is drunk. But may we impress,
there is nothing funny about sin,
whether it be drunkenness, or any
other transgression.

OBEDIENT

God wants us to be persons who
are obedient. When God speaks, man
is to hear and heed. At the time of the
disobedience of Saul, the first king of
Israel, Samuel taught, “Bekiold, to
obey is better than sacrifice, and to
hearken than the fat of rams” (1
Samuel 15:22). Christ is the author
of salvation, and in this truth we
rejoice. But Hebrews 5:9 teaches that
He is the author of salvation to them
that OBEY Him.

Is it possible that when we read
the will of God that we do not weigh
it and measure it as we ought, failing
to see what is required of us, and con-
sidering the evidence to decide to
obey? Obedience is to do what God
says because God has said it. We do
not even have to understand why
God has said something before we
recognize we must submit to it. We
are to try to understand His will. But
when we have faith in God as God
wants, when we love the truth as He
wants us to love it, we will be found
trying to learn it, and determined to
be obedient because this is what He
wants.

2720 8 Chancery St.
McMinnville, TN 37110
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birthday.

2) We are not to cooperate or
have fellowship with the world. John
wrote in II John, verses 9-11,
“Whosoever  transgresseth, and
abideth not in the doctrine of Christ,
hath not God. He that abideth in the
doctrine of Christ, he hath both the
Father and the Son. If there come any
unto you, and bring not this doctrine,
recetve him not into your house, nei-
ther bid him God speed. For he that
biddeth him God speed is partaker of
his evil deeds.” This type of coopera-
tion (referred to in the above men-
tioned article) is certainly “bidding
God speed” to the denominations.
Paul said again in Ephesians 5:11,
And have no fellowship with the
unfruitful works of darkness, but
rather reprove them.”

3) To call Christ’s church a
denomination is to make it as one of
the many “churches” in the world. In
Matthew 16:18 Jesus said, “..zpon
this rock I will build my church”
(emphasis mine, CLI). In I Corinthi-
ans 12:13, we are baptized into one
body. In Ephesians 4:4, there is one
body. Paul said it very well in I
Corinthians 1:10, “Now [ beseech
you, brethren, by the name of our
Lord Jesus Christ, that ye all speak
the same thing, and that there be no
divisions among you, but that ye be

(Continued on page 87)
Fellowshipping Denominations...
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PREACHING WHAT THE LORD
"LAYs ON YOUR HEART"

Roger Campbell

The Holy Spirit’s direct guiding of preachers was a temporary
phenomena that came to an end in the first century.

at message should preach-
ers preach? Many of our
denominational friends

would say, “Just preach whatever the
Lord lays on your heart.” Is that
what the Bible says?

If one claims that he preaches
“what the Lord lays” on his heart,
how does he know that it is the Lord
and not Satan “that lays it on his
heart?” How does he go about prov-
ing that it was more than his own
personal gut feeling? There is no way
that a person living today could ever
prove that his decision to preach on a
certain topic, or to deliver a lesson in
a certain way, came directly from the
Lord! One man that called himself a
former youth pastor emphasized to
me that a preacher just needs to
preach whatever the Lord lays on his
heart. Then, in the next breath he
spoke of his support for women
preachers in public assemblies, the
use of mechanical instruments of
music in Christian worship, and
other unbiblical concepts. This is, as
we say, “par for the course.” Why?
Because those that advocate preach-
ing “what the Lord lays on your
heart,” sooner or later always get
around to propagating unscriptural
messages, showing that, alas, their
message was not something that the
Lord laid on their heart after all.
Folks, if the message that they speak
is not scriptural, then guess what? It
did not come from the Lord, and peo-
ple ought to stop accusing Him of
being the source of their self-imag-
ined doctrines!

Have you ever read in your Bible
that the Lord told Christians they
should teach or preach “whatever He
would lay on their heart?” Someone
might say, “No, not in those exact
words, but surely you would agree
that there were inspired preachers.”
Yes, and the key word here is “were,”
not “are.” There WERE inspired
preachers, but there ARE NONE

alive today. Inspired preachers were
those who received God’s revelation
in a miraculous way, being directly
led by the Holy Spirit to speak forth
God’s message. For instance, we read
in Matthew 10:18-20 that Jesus told
His apostles, “And ye shall be
brought before governors and kings
Jor my sake, for a testimony against
them and the Gentiles. But when they
deliver you up, take no thought how
or what ye shall speak. for it shall be
given you in that same hour what ye
shall speak. For it is not ye that
speak, but the Spirit of your Father
which speaketh in you.” That was a
promise Jesus made to His apostles,
not to people living in the 21st centu-
ry. Later, Jesus promised the apos-
tles that the Holy Spirit would guide
them into all truth and would cause
them to remember all that Jesus had
spoken to them (John 16:13; 14:26).
Again, those were special promises
for the apostles, not you and me.

We further read in the New Tes-
tament that the “mystery of God,”
which is the salvation of Jews and
Gentiles through Jesus, through the
Gospel, and in the church, was
“revealed unto his holy apostles and
prophets by the Spirit” (Eph. 3:4,5).
The Holy Spirit miraculously
revealed it to the apostles and first
century prophets and they preached
it to others. Those men were, indeed,
inspired preachers.

Observe this about inspired
preachers. In the first century,
inspired preachers also received from
God the power to perform signs or
miracles. What was the purpose of
such signs? To confirm the message
they preached (Mark 16:20; Heb.
2:3,4). In other words, inspired men
preached the Gospel of God, and as
they did so, by the Holy Spirit’s
power, they performed miracles to
prove that what they were saying
was from God, and thus it was true
and should be accepted as authentic

and authoritative.

Miracles were a temporary phe-
nomena that ended in the first cen-
tury. Thus, today there are no
preachers that are performing gen-
uine miracles. The Holy Spirit’s
direct guiding of preachers was also a
temporary phenomena that came to
an end in the first century. The Spir-
it now leads men through His truth,
the word of God (John 16:13). Instead
of having inspired preachers, we now
have uninspired men that are obli-
gated to preach the Holy Spirit-
inspired Gospel.

What is it that preachers are
supposed to preach? Not their own
feelings, not their personal hunches,
not their private preferences, and
certainly not what they surmise to be
“the Lord laying it on their heart.”
No, friends, true Gospel preachers
“preach the word” (Il Tim. 4:2), or as
Jesus said, they “preach the gospel”
(Mark 16:15).

“So, you don’t think that preach-
ers should preach with emotion?”
Preachers ought to energetically and
enthusiastically proclaim the Lord’s
Gospel. They, like the apostle Paul,
should feel, “Woe is wunto me, if 7
preach not the gospel!” (1 Cor. 9:16).
But that is a far cry from saying that
they ought to claim that “the Lord
laid it on their heart.” Preaching
WITH feeling is not the same as
preaching which is totally BASED on
feelings or pure emotionalism. For
one to claim that he preaches “what
the Lord lays on his heart” simply
means that he is basing his message
on his own personal speculation and
what he feels is right. Jesus did not
say, “Go and preach whatever you
feel in your heart.” The Master said
to preach “the gospel.” That should
settle the matter for those that want
to please Him.

4865 Bates Pife SE
Cleveland, TN 37323
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REPENTANCE

John Cotham

Repentance is NOT simply “sorrow for sin.”

hroughout the ages God has
I required that man repent.
Before God forgives, man must
repent. John the baptizer preached
repentance, “..Repent ye: for the
kingdom of heaven s at hand” (Matt.
3:2). Jesus preached repentance, 7
tell you, Nay: but, except ye repent, ye
shall all likewise perish” (Luke 13:3).
The apostles preached repentance.
Paul said, “And the times of this igno-
rance God winked at; but now com-
mandeth all men every where to
repent” (Acts 17:30). The apostle
Peter taught, “7%e Lord is not slack
concerning his promise, as some men
count slackness, but is longsuffering
to usward, not willing that any
should perish, but that all showuld
come to repentance” (11 Peter 3:9).
Perhaps we sometimes empha-
size baptism to the point of excluding
proper teaching concerning repen-
tance. It is necessary to place as
much emphasis upon the need to
repent as we place upon the need to
be baptized for remission of sins,
because without either, no man’s sins
are remitted.

THE NEED FOR REPENTANCE IS
EQUAL TO THE NEED FOR BAPTISM

Peter, in his great sermon on the
day of Pentecost, said, “..Repent, and
be baptized every one of you in the
name of Jesus Christ for the remis-
sion of sins, and ye shall receive the
gt of the Holy Ghost”(Acts 2:38). We
have often expressed the coordinate
conjunction “and” in order to express
the importance of baptism to the
remission of sins. And, baptism IS
just as necessary as repentance. But
how about turning this argument
around? Repentance IS just as neces-
sary as baptism. It seems to have
been the case (in some situations)
that in order to get someone to
understand the necessity of baptism,
we might have left off the same
emphasis upon repentance. This will
cause a response that nearly guaran-
tees the quick falling away of the one
just converted. Again, the need for
repentance is as important (equal to)

the need for baptism — “Repent and
be Baptized” (Acts 3:38). The coordi-
nate conjunction “AND” means each
side carries EQUAL weight.

THE NEED FOR BAPTISM IS ONCE,
BUT THE NEED FOR
REPENTANCE IS CONTINUAL

We take note of what the apostle
John said, “But if we walk in the
light, as he is in the light, we have fel-
lowship one with another, and the
blood of Jesus Christ his Son
cleanseth us from all sin. If we say
that we have no sin, we decetve our-
selves, and the truth is not in us. If we
confess our sins, he is faithful and
Just to forgive us our sins, and to
cleanse us from all unrighteousness”
(I John 1:7-9). Continuing faithful to
God requires a faithful walk (v.7).
However, man is occasioned to stum-
ble in sin (v.8). The blood of Jesus is
always available to cleanse us from
all unrighteousness (v.9). However,
there is/are conditions. One must
repent of and confess his sins (v.9).
One might quickly argue that the
term “repent” is not found in this
verse. It is not stated, but necessari-
ly understood, because confession of
sin without repentance of sin accom-
plishes nothing. Peter told Simon the
sorcerer to, “Repent therefore of this
thy wickedness, and pray God, if per-
haps the thought of thine heart may
be forgiven thee” (Acts 8:22).

WHAT IS REPENTANCE?

Repentance is NOT simply “sor-
row for sin.” Many mistakenly think
this is what repentance is about. It is
true that there can be no repentance
without being sorry for our sins; but,
one can be sorry about their sins for
a long time and still not repent of
their sins. In I Corinthians 7:10 we
find that there are two kinds of sor-
row: “For godly sorrow worketh
repentance to salvation not to be
repented of: but the sorrow of the
world worketh death.” There is godly
sorrow and worldly sorrow. Mankind
must take notice that it is only godly

sorrow that “works” or brings man to
genuine repentance. Just being sorry
(worldly sorrow) does not bring about
forgiveness of sins, but will cause a
man to die in his sins.

Repentance is a changing of
wills, a changing of attitude, a chang-
ing of ways. It requires the leaving
off of the sins for which one confesses
and ask forgiveness.

Without faithful living, one will
not receive the crown of eternal life
(Rev. 2:10). Repentance is a neces-
sary part of that faithful walk before
God.

120 Stegall Rd.
Shady Valley, TN 37688

Fellowshipping Denominations...
(Continued from page 85)

perfectly joined together in the same
mind and in the same judgment.”
Brethren, if we seek to help the
religious world by becoming one of
them, how can we make a difference
and teach those outside of Christ?
We must do what Paul enjoined in II
Corinthians 6:14-18: “Be ye not
unequally yoked together with unbe-
lrevers: for what fellowship hath
righteousness with unrighteousness?
and what communion hath light
with darkness? And what concord
hath Christ with Belial? or what part
hath he that believeth with an infi-
del? And what agreement hath the
temple of God with idols? for ye are
the temple of the living God,; as God
hath said, I will dwell in them, and
walk in them, and I will be their God,
and they shall be my people. Where-
Jore come out from among them, and
be ye separate, saith the Lord, and
touch not the unclean thing, and 1
will receive you, And will be a Father
unto you, and ye shall be my sons

and daughters, saith the Lord
Almighty.”

PO Box 177

Tatum, NM 88267

cdivie@leaco. net
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“The Weaver church of Christ, which
is a SOUND congregation of about
55 Christians in the friendly small
town of Weaver (near Anniston,
Alabama) is looking for a minister. If
interested, please call Ralph Ham-
mett at 256-435-4884 for more infor-
mation; and send resumes to:
Weaver church of Christ, ¢/o Ralph
Hammett, P.O. Box 191, Jack-
sonville, AL 36265” ...Ralph Hammett, Jacksonville, AL. “Read with
interest and disappointment at Harding for using Joe Beam. Your clos-
ing bit about the Scottish Rite Masons giving to Harding was a cheap,
cheap shot and you know it. You mean to tell me you wouldn’t take
money from the Devil to further good works? Or do you practice “closed
contribution?” ...Sherrill Bennett, Columbus, MS. [NOTE: It is a
matter of ‘fellowship’ that is in question here. The Lord’s church/people
have no association with the unfruitful works of darkness (Eph. 5:11).
We are commanded to reprove them, not join hands with them. We must
not make it seem as though we are in agreement with them. —editor]
“We do not wish to receive your publication. Please S.T.O.P. sending it”
...ByPass church of Christ, Idabel, OK. “Keep up the good work and
God bless you in all your efforts for Christ our dear Lord and His church”
«..Delphine Pittman, Avon, OH. “Thank you for your very powerful
publication. We of the brotherhood need to be inspired by your words. We
share copies with those who will appreciate them. We add our amen to
this good work. Thank you. May God continue to bless you and your
work” ...Reggie & Dorothy Williams, Phoenix, AZ. “We enjoy your
paper so much” ..Maurice & Mary Williams, Betsy Layne, KY. “I
enjoy your monthly publication of Seek The Old Paths. Thank you”
«..Roy Prewitt, Grenada, MS. “Have you thought of binding volumes
of “Seek The Old Paths™ ..Jack. [NOTE: Yes, we have some back
issues in bound volumes. We have 1999-2002 available. They are $5 each
(includes postage). They also have an index in the back of each one. We
saved out some to do 2003 and 2004 but have not had them bound yet.
—editor] “Thank you! I appreciate and like STOP so very much” ...Gail
Nelson, Elkins, WV. “I receive your publication and enjoy it very much.
Would appreciate you sending it to the names I've enclosed. Thank you
for sending it to me. I really enjoy it very much” ...Carolyn Kendrick.
“I am at a dear brother’s house who led me to your web site, and I must
subscribe! Please include my name and address on your mailing list for
Seek The Old Paths” ...Don Campbell, Prattville, AL. “I have mailed
a check in the amount of $500 for the STOP publication from the Flo-
rence church of Christ in Florence, MS. We appreciate the good work
that is being done to keep the brotherhood informed” ...Florence
church of Christ, Florence, MS. “Thank you so much for a web site
that offers sound and quality teachings of Christ. I especially enjoy the
opportunity to read the ASV version of the Bible, when I can’t sleep at
night, in conjunction with the KJV. I appreciate your site very much. I
have visited your site before and have always found something that
enlightens me or lifts my spirits. I hope you will continue to keep your
site up and running. Again, thank you” ...Ethel Wart. “Thank you for
publishing such an informative publication on issues regarding our
soul’s eternal salvation” ...Dorothy Chism, Plumerville, AR. “I enjoy
the paper very much” ..Larry Thrower, Baileyton, AL. “Please
remove us from your mailing list. We do not feel that your articles are
researched to justify publishing as the truth of the Scriptures” ...Mark
& Jean Langley, Clarksville, TN. “Thank God for the new printer. I
like the bold print on the names in letters and in the lessons. Keep up
the good work. God bless. Please send me a copy or copies of issues deal-
ing with church of Christ Disaster Relief. I will keep it this time and
make copies later as needed” ...James W. Berry, Montgomery, AL.
[NOTE: the issue on Churches of Christ Disaster Relief, Inc. was print-
ed in March 2005. It is found on our web site at
seektheoldpaths.com/stop305.htm —editor]. “Keep up the good work,
invaluable in times like these. To His glory” ...Freddie Clayton, Dun-
lap, TN. “Some years ago, you held a meeting for the 45 church of Christ
in Metropolis, IL. Brother Bryant was our preacher. I am pleased to
know that of all the troubles confronting the church, there is a light of
hope still glowing in the STOP. Would you please put me on the list to
receive your paper” ...Bill Cagle, Puducah, KY. “Thanks for printing
my article in the September issue of STOP. I appreciate your thought-
fulness. Thank you for publishing it. If only one person profited spiritu-
ally from what I tried to get across, it was worth it” ...Steven Cline,
Waynesboro, WV. “We enjoy your paper” ..Bobby & Reba Dunlap,
Dresden, TN. “Thank you very much for STOP and the tapes. Thanks
for the fine work” ...Lucille Krantz, Ashland City, TN. “STOP is a
wonderful help” ...NY. “Enclosed is a check to help with your good work”
...Bob & Evelyn Chandler, Lawrenceburg, KY. “Thank you and may
God continue to bless your efforts in his kingdom. Keep standing for the
truth” ...Mike Jones, Montgomery, AL. “Greetings to the church at

S.EeK T.HE O.LD P.ATHS

East End. I have just read one of your “Seek The Old Paths.” I enjoy it
and would like to receive it. Keep standing for the truth” ...Betty Long,
Rainbow City, AL. “Five years ago a friend gave me a copy of Seek The
Old Paths and for that I will be eternally grateful because it opened my
eyes to the liberal movement within the church of Christ and especially
the one I was attending here in Jacksonville, Florida. I am greatly
indebted to that friend. Sadly, he still attends that church. What a bless-
ing STOP has been to me. It has been a privilege to support your efforts
over the past five years and I look forward to supporting your efforts in
the years to come. The website is very well organized and I can review
prior issues looking for topics of interest in a matter of minutes. Thank
you for being there when I needed a wake-up call. Keep up the good
work” ...Robert Price, Jacksonville, FL. “Thanks so much” ...Joe
Gibbins, Sherwood, AR. “Once again I would like to thank you for the
paper. Your bulletin is the best I've seen. There are so many good lessons
in it. My prayers go with you as you labor to get the truth out there. May
God bless you in this work” ...Ron & Ruth Shandor, Death Valley,
CA. “We appreciate and commend you for the publication and we look
forward to each issue. It serves as a powerful weapon in the defense of
the Truth. May God continue to bless you in this great work” ...Jack-
sonville, AL. “I thoroughly enjoy STOP and appreciate you telling it
like it is. There is not enough of that nowadays! Thanks. In Christian
Love” ...Patsy Cox, El Paso, TX.

WSO.’.NET This new web site is a work of the
East End church of Christ. We have about 3500
audio lessons available and adding more all the
time. Check it out and tell others about it. WSOJ
stands for Wonderful Sayings Of Jesus.

Seek The Old Paths is a monthly publication of the East End
Church of Christ and is under the oversight of its elders. It is mailed
FREE upon request. Its primary purpose and goal in publication can
be found in Jude 3; Il Timothy 4:2; Titus 1:13; Titus 2:1; Il Peter 1:12.
All mail received may be published unless otherwise noted. Articles
are also welcomed.

Editor: Garland M. Robinson

http://www.seektheoldpaths.com
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